Manuel Barrios Prieto (COMECE): “ Solidarity is key to overcoming the
crisis”

, COMECE Secretary General, told SIR. "Solidarity in vaccine management and distribution; solidarity
in tackling the migration issue; solidarity in addressing the socio-economic impact of the Coronavirus
crisis. Commissioner Schinas also said that the dialogue between the Churches and the EU
institutions should embrace the moral and ethical contribution of the Churches, as provided for in
Article 17 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TEFEU), rather than being purely
declaratory and generic.” EU Member States are striving to contain the epidemic. This battle has
unfortunately come to a head in the last few hours with the uncertainty surrounding

AstraZeneca's vaccines and the suspension of vaccinations in several countries. Was this
issue raised?
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The Commissioner illustrated the European vaccine strategy, the seriousness of the European

proposal, the seriousness of controls. | do believe that given the present challenging situation, we
must have confidence that everything is being properly done, that inspections are being carried out

responsibly, and that the vaccines comply with all monitoring and production procedures. We are all
concerned but we should not lose hope that things will get better soon. Had we had to face this crisis
alone, each country on its own, surely the situation would be much worse. The existence of Europe,

of this area of solidarity and common understanding, is a safety net. Vaccinations are entering a
very delicate phase in European countries. Everyone hopes that this will soon bring us out of

this crisis. What are your main concerns? Which mistakes should be avoided?
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In his opening address to the assembly, the COMECE president, Cardinal Hollerich gave a beautiful
speech in which he also identified the risks Europe might have to face. Such risks include in
particular the temptation to close in on oneself. The temptation for everyone to save themselves
alone. This is the great challenge characterising periods of uncertainty and fear. What is your
opinion on the response of the European Union and the Member States? We have the
impression that the bitter lesson of COVID, namely that no one is saved alone, has not yet been fully
understood. Self-centred attitudes persist and are a cause for concern, not least because in crisis
situations people tend to protect and think of themselves first. With regard to the AstraZeneca
episode, countries halted vaccination at different times and not with a general agreement across
Europe. Solidarity and unity are the two guiding principles for exiting this crisis in the best and fastest
way possible. This applies to vaccines as well as to economic recovery, to employment, to care for
the most vulnerable. Solidarity is therefore destined to become a key factor in the coming months.
The migration emergency has fallen into the background as a result of the COVID emergency
situation. It is an item on agenda of the European bishops. What are your concerns and what
are your requests? ' ol 2

. This past September the EU
Commission presented the new Pact on Asvlum and Migration, an eagerly awaited package of

measures for the reform of European policies for overcoming also the so-called Dublin system. It is
based on three main pillars: protecting borders; supporting countries of origin in their growth and
development so as to prevent young people from seeking a decent future abroad; and introducing a
solidarity mechanism whereby first-arrival countries such as Spain, Italy and Greece are not left alone
to bear the burden of arrivals. "Freedom of religion" will also be discussed in the Assembly
meeting. What are you referring to?
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