
 
Mons. Redaelli (Caritas Italy): "Migration is not an emergency, it is a
reality requiring appropriate governance"

Migration “is not an emergency; it is a reality that requires a rational, realistic and innovative
approach. It is not a problem to be solved but a reality whose complexities require governance,
focusing on a variety of values that include protection of human life - a person that risks dying must
be rescued; human dignity, the yearning for peace, justice and a better life.” Monsignor Carlo
Roberto Maria Redaelli, Archbishop of Gorizia, President of Caritas Italy, addressed in clear terms
the sensitive topic of migration in his opening speech for the 43rd Convention of the Italian Diocesan
Caritas, ongoing in Salerno April 17-20. A total of 660 delegates representing 173 dioceses convened
in the city located in the Campania region to reflect on the theme "Intersections. Inhabiting the
territory, inhabiting relationships." 

 Major efforts - and patience - are needed to eradicate the causes of forced migration," the president
of Caritas Italy pointed out: 

“We want to serve the poor, to voice their needs to national institutions and Churches on
behalf of the poor.”
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. “Caritas’ commitment - he said - has the beautiful effect of kindling works of charity within each
community,” he said. “Man's well-being does not solely depend on the solution to his problems, it
also stems from community contexts marked by compassion and closeness”, he remarked.
Moreover, he added, “it would be beautiful if solidarity could be extended to other world communities,
in Syria, in Lebanon, in Africa.” The prelate called on all ecclesial communities to undertake a
“personal commitment to meet the poor. This is where Caritas must extend its helping hand.”
“Man’s needs always have a name and a face, as the Pope says, meaning that our gaze must grasp
the wholeness of human needs, not only the need for bread but also the need for friendship, for
companionship. The relationship with the person in need cannot but lead to a social and political
commitment, for a person's wellbeing also depends on the context in which he or she lives. To be
neighbour means to be shareholder of a society. There ensues that our love for humanity inevitably
entails the ability to denounce injustice and rebuild a new development model. Yet, three years after
the pandemic, during which we had high hopes for a change, it is fair to say that that resolution failed
its purpose.” 
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 and of its 23 diocesan Caritas centres. He raised the issue of environmental pollution in the so-called
'Terra dei fuochi', (Land of Fires), a territory located between Naples and Caserta. “Campania
opened a pandora box of tragedy, bringing to light the deaths of young people and adults,” he
remarked. “The ecclesial journey we have been pursuing for years - notably those ten dioceses
affected by the plight of environmental pollution - should serve as a model for other Churches in
Italy.” In fact, education and the care of Creation go hand in hand with denunciation and dialogue
with the institutions. But that is not all. “There must be an end to this infamous and defamatory
stigma concerning our territory alone,” he reiterated. “There are over 50 contaminated sites in Italy,
evenly distributed in the north, centre and south of the country, so our approach could be useful for
other areas of Italy struggling with the problem of environmental pollution.” The president of the
Campania bishops then addressed the migratory issue, notably the reception of migrants,
considering that Salerno welcomes migrant vessels at the port on a regular basis and the dioceses
are in the forefront of efforts to assist them: “This issue is described as an emergency, as an invasion
of migrants," he said, “but the intellectual dishonesty is such that the scientific data being presented
is not even taken into account.” 
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